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Office of Science & Technology Policy
• Advise the President & EOP

– Provide S&T analysis and judgment on major 
policies, plans, programs, & budgets

• Lead the interagency effort 
– Define (with OMB) R&D priorities to guide the 

agencies when developing their budgets
– Work with agencies on high-level S&T policy issues

• Work with the private sector
– Ensure Federal S&T investments contribute to 

economic prosperity, environmental quality, and 
national security. 

• Collaborate on international S&T issues
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Priority objectives
1. Prevent terrorist attacks within the 

U.S.
2. Reduce America’s vulnerability to 

terrorism
3. Minimize damage and recover from 

attacks
Science & Technology initiatives (11)

3. Apply biometric technology to 
identification devices

National Strategy for Homeland 
Security (July 2002)
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Science and Technology:  A Foundation 
for Homeland Security (April 2005)

“Strategies for finding terrorists 
can be complicated by their 
efforts to disguise 
themselves among innocent 
civilians.  As a counter to 
this, the implementation of 
biometric technologies …
shows great promise in 
improving the accuracy, 
consistency, and efficiency 
of identification devices”
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FY07 Administration R&D Priorities

agencies should place 
increased emphasis 
on R&D efforts that 
support…enhanced 
biometric systems…”
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USG Biometric Uses

• Identifying criminals and terrorists
• Background checks
• Border Security
• Facilitating travel and trade
• Promoting officer and school safety
• Protecting government assets
• Identity management
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